
 

 

  

on an unpaved oil/forestry ser-

vice road.  After making it safely 

to the put-in location near the 

confluence of the Athabasca and 

Berland Rivers, everyone off-

loaded boats and equipment.  

Since it was already past noon 

we had lunch at the put-in loca-

tion.  After a short briefing by 

Cindy about the trip, and canoe 

and river safety, we launched our 

twelve canoes and one kayak, 

and headed down the river.  

We paddled for approximately 

three hours on Saturday before 

we started looking for a suitable 

Everyone met at the White-

court A&W on a sunny Saturday 

morning on September 3rd.  

While enjoying a bit of breakfast, 

we sorted out the details of the 

shuttle.  Afterwards, we all 

drove to the planned take-out at 

a municipal park in Whitecourt, 

located at the confluence of the 

Athabsca and McLeod Rivers.  

Two shuttle cars were left at an 

RV park, close the take out loca-

tion.  All gear and people from 

these two cars were transferred 

to other vehicles that had spare 

capacity.   

The shuttle from Whitecourt to 

the put-in on the Athabasca Riv-

er took approximately 1.5 hours.  

The last 30 km of the drive were 
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The Sun Breaks Through (photo illustration by Ken Collett) 

Put In (photo by Werner Groeschel)  

discussions carried on for a good 

part of the evening.  One of the 

topics being discussed around 

the camp fire was the missed 

camp site.  Werner suggested 

that on a scale of 1 to 10 ( 1 

being a very bad campsite and 10 

being an absolutely nice 

campsite), the one we were at 

would be a five, while the one 

we missed would have been at 

least an 8.  The joking and teas-

ing about this topic went on for 

quite a while and in the end   

(continued on page 2) 

campsite. Finding a good site for 

a fairly large group proved to be 

somewhat difficult.  A few peo-

ple who had done the trip in 

previous years remembered a 

good campsite on the stretch of 

the river where we were, but 

did not know the exact location.   

When it was finally found, two 

of the lead boats had already 

gone too far down the river, and  

past the site.  They turned 

around and tried to paddle up-

stream towards the campsite, 

but the current was too strong.  

So, we all continued down river, 

searching for another suitable 

campsite.  We found one on an 

overgrown, sand and gravel bar, 

about half an hour later.  

In no time the tents were set up, 

a big pile of fire wood was gath-

ered, and Andrew and Alex got a 

big campfire going.  Soon the 

camp stoves started to hum and 

hiss, and the pots were steaming 

with delicious suppers being 

cooked in them.  

Wine appeared from all sorts of 

containers, and the camp fire 

IMPORTANT NOTICE:  Elections for executive positions will be held on November 30th.  Your active involvement is needed.  

http://www.nwvoyageurs.com
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“...but unfortunately it 

remained an unsolved 

mystery.” 

Cindy Gives Instruction  

(photo by Werner Groeschel) 

My Athabasca Experience (continued from page 2) 

Werner was charged by Cindy, with finding a campsite with a 10 rating for the second night.    

Everybody was up fairly early the next morning.  Breakfast, taking down the tents, packing up, and loading 

the canoes did not take much time at all, considering the size of the group.  We were heading down the 

river by 10:30. The flow was fairly fast, so the paddling was not too hard and there was lots of time during 

the day for rafting up and socializing as we floated down the river.  

We found a very nice lunch spot on a large sandbar.  Everybody enjoyed eating in the sun, and relaxing, 

lying, or sitting in the warm sand.  After about an hour we were ready to get on the river again.  The teas-

ing about finding the absolute perfect campsite for the coming night continued through the afternoon.  

There were not many spots along the river banks that looked inviting enough to even check them.  As it 

was already past four, everybody became a little concerned about being able to find a suitable campsite.  
We were already fairly close to Whitecourt, which was noticeable by the number of powerboats coming 

upstream.  Finally we spotted a large clearing on river right that looked promising, about 20 miles from 

town.  

The approach was somewhat difficult due to a fairly strong current and a large gravel bar extending far out 

into the river.  However, everybody made it safely to shore and the spot turned out to be quite a nice 

camp site, and it looked like it had been used previously.  There were good tent sites, both in a grove of 

mature spruce trees and the adjacent meadow.   

The people who had used the site before us even had cut and stacked a large amount of firewood.  The 

rating of this campsite ranged from a high of 10 (by Werner of course) down to a 7.5.  Having pre-cut 

firewood at the site added at least one full point.  Finding a couple of pieces of plywood which were used 

to build tables added another 0.5 in the rating for the site.  

After supper everybody retired fairly early into their tents.  The next morning started with a nice break-

fast around a big camp fire.  Cindy treated Bob to a special breakfast.  If Bob would not have been up al-

ready, she would even have served him the breakfast in the tent.  There must have been a good reason for 

this action by Cindy, but unfortunately it remained an unsolved mystery.  (continued on page 3) 
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Athabasca River Trip 

(photos by Werner Groeschel)  

 Annual NorthWest Voyageurs Christmas Party! 

This is the event of the season.  Hosted by Kurt & Alice Sejr at their Sherwood Park 
residence at 6:30 PM on December 3rd,  this party will be a wonderful occasion for 

sharing Christmas cheer & food with your fellow paddlers.  See important details on page 5. 
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“It took only a 

couple of hours to 

finish the trip...” 

CanoeKayak Canada 

My Athabasca Experience (continued from page 2) 
It took only a couple of hours to finish the trip, landing at the park in Whitecourt on September 5th.  Upon 

arrival at the take-out spot, the drivers of the shuttle cars packed into the cars left behind at the trailer park, 

and headed out to retrieve the other vehicles.  All other trip participants stayed behind, basked in the sun 

and chatted with a group of canoers who had come down the Athabasca and stopped for a little break.  

They turned out to be Australians who had started their trip in Hinton and were heading for the town of 

Athabasca. 

Overall it was a great trip.  The weather was nice and everybody had a good time.  The only thing that could 

have been better was the number of wild life sightings we had during the two and a half days on the river.  

There were only a few.  Maybe we’ll have better luck next time.                     

- Werner Groeschel 

Executive Members Needed - Elections November 30th! 
Whether you are a long time member or new to the Club, we would welcome talking to you about any of 

the Club’s executive positions you may be interested in filling.  Should you have an interest or expertise in a 

position, come out to the AGM on Wednesday, November 30th and throw your name into the hat. If you 

have any questions about the responsibilities of the various executive roles, check out the descriptions in 

our Policy Guide.  You may also talk to any current executive member for additional information.   

A few hours of your time can make a big difference to the success of the NW Voyageurs. 

Open Positions:  Vice-president, Membership, Canoe Coordinator, Webmaster, Member At Large, Public-

ity, Kayak Coordinator,  White Water Kayak Coordinator, and Sea/Recreational Kayak Coordinator (these 

latter two roles may be combined), 

See AGM and photo contest details on page 5. 

If you have the time, we have the opportunities.  Put your name forward as a volunteer with the NWV Canoe and Kayak Club.  As noted 

above, we have a number of roles to fill on the executive, but there are also opportunities that involve instructing and working as a 

club liaison at special events.  Contact an executive member at any time for information. 
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Paddling On Day Two 

(photo by Werner Groeschel) 

Lunch On Left 

Supper On Right 

(photos by Werner Groeschel)  

Trip participants from left to right: 

Werner, Margriet, Bob (the Viking kayaker) Cindy, Alex, Ed, Andrew, Mary, Robin, Ken, Rick, Jerrod, Lisa 

(photo by Werner Groeschel)  

http://www.nwvoyageurs.com/files/nwvdocs/NWV-Policy-Manual-2007.pdf
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Canoe & Kayak Lessons and Clinics  

All classes will be held at the Confederation Leisure Centre pool 

11204 - 43 Ave., Edmonton 
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“Improve your skills 

in the warm, saline 

water of the Con-

federation Leisure 

Centre pool.  No 

more red, itchy eyes 

from chlorine.” 

The format of all courses is 30 minutes of dry land  

instruction followed by 1.5 hours of pool time.  All 

courses are taught by certified instructors and  

take place in the pool at the Confederation Leisure  

Centre located at 11204 43 Avenue.  All equipment is 

provided.  Participants must be club members.  Space 

is limited to 12 students per course. 

Introductory Kayaking Course 

Instructors for this course will assume participants 

have no knowledge of the sport, so it is an ideal start-

ing point for individuals interested in any style of 

kayaking — white-water, recreational, & sea kayaking.  

Sessions focus on basic kayak safety and paddling tech-

niques. Three sessions will be offered, but they can fill 

quickly, so if you’re interested, contact  

wwkayak@nwvoyageurs.com.   

Note: You must be comfortable swimming because 

you will get wet! 

Dates: Session 1 — January 8, 15 , 22 & 29 

 Session 2 — February 5, 12, 19 & 26 

 Session 3 — March 4, 11, 18 & 25 

Time: 6:45—8:45 pm 

Cost:: $120 

Contact  Jack at 780-477–2441  

or email wwkayak@nwvoyageurs.com 

Kayak Roll Clinic 

Grow your on-water confidence and your skill set by 

attending our roll clinic. This clinic is open to anyone 

who wishes to learn, practice, or perfect this basic 

kayak self-rescue technique, the kayak roll. Ideal for 

sea kayakers and white-water kayakers alike. 

Learning to roll in in Confederation’s warm, clean 

water with a patient, experienced instructor is the 

best way to go. If you’re  interested, contact  

wwkayak@nwvoyageurs.com. 

Dates: TBA 

Time: 6:45—8:45 pm 

Cost:: $60 

Contact  TBA  

or email wwkayak@nwvoyageurs.com 

Canoe Safety Clinic 

A chance to learn and practice basic canoe rescue 

techniques in warm water. If you’re interested, con-

tact canoe@nwvoyageurs.com. 

Dates: TBA 

Time: 6:45—8:45 pm 

Cost:: $30 

Contact  TBA 

or email canoe@nwvoyageurs.com 

Rec Kayak Clinic 

This clinic is intended to teach fundamental safety  

techniques specific to sea kayaking including how to  

perform a wet exit as well as how to right, re-enter,  

and empty a sea kayak.  If you are interested, contact 

seakayak@nwvoyageurs.com 

Dates: TBA 

Time: 6:45-8:45 pm 

Cost:: $60 

Contact  TBA 

Kayak Drop-in Sessions 

Keep your skills up while the snow flies. Bring your 

own clean boat or use one of the club’s. 

When: Sundays during the Introductory Kayak 

Courses. 

Time: 7:15 PM to 8:45 PM 

Cost: $5 per person per session (subject to change) 

Please note: Course participants have first choice 

of club kayaks and drop-ins are restricted to the 

deep pool. 

mailto:wwkayak@nwvoyageurs.com?subject=2011%20Pool%20Courses
mailto:wwkayak@nwvoyageurs.com?subject=2011%20Pool%20Courses
mailto:wwkayak@nwvoyageurs.com?subject=2011%20Pool%20Courses
mailto:wwkayak@nwvoyageurs.com?subject=2011%20Pool%20Courses
mailto:canoe@nwvoyageurs.com
mailto:canoe@nwvoyageurs.com
mailto:seakayak@nwvoyageurs.com


 

 

Calendar Of Events & Happenings 

Where Will You Paddle Next Summer? 
If you have a trip you would like to see on the club’s 2012 agenda, 

stay tuned for the yearly trip planning session. 
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NWV Annual General Meeting & Executive Elections 

Wednesday, November 30, 2011 7:30 PM 

Strathcona Community Centre 

10139 86 Avenue NW, Edmonton 

Bonus:  Annual Photo Contest 

AGENDA 
Welcome 

Approval of 2010 AGM Minutes 

Executive Reports 

Special Resolution – By-law change 

Volunteer Recognition 

Elections 

Announcements – Upcoming Events 

Photo Contest Winners 

Adjournment 

Join us in celebration of another year of good paddling, and the 

friendships and memories created.   

NWV Executive Meeting  

Tuesday, December 6, 2011 7:00 PM 

All members are welcome to attend 

Strathcona Community Centre 

10139 86 Avenue NW, Edmonton 

NWV Potluck Christmas Party 

December 3, 2011, 6:30 PM 

Hosted by Kurt & Alice Sejr 

52175 Range Road 224, Sherwood Park 

Please contact Alice at 780-922-6200 to find out what she 

would like you to bring to ensure we have a variety of dishes.   

One of the easiest ways to find Kurt & Alice’s, is to go straight 

east on Whitemud Drive, past Highway 21, to Range Road 224. 

Please come out and join your fellow paddlers for some Christ-

mas cheer and a great selection of good food. 

 

Touring Edmonton By Self-

propelled Boat 

(photo by Ken Collett ) 

Membership Expiration 

All 2011 NWV memberships will expire on Jan. 1st 2012.  

Look for the new 2012 Registration and Waiver forms 

coming soon to www.nwvoyageurs.com. 
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People On & In The Water!  

(photo by Ken Collett) 

Annual Photo Contest  

Bring your best paddling photos to be viewed and voted on at 

our annual Photo Contest, held each year during our AGM.  

Simply print out your photos (any size will do) and bring them 

along with you to the meeting at the Strathcona Community 

Centre (meeting details to the left). 

Eligibility Rules:  

 Contest is open to NWV Club Members  

 Photos must be from 2011 club trips 

 Only printed versions of photos will be accepted 

Updated Contest Categories are:   

 On the Water  

 At the Campsite  

 Nature  

 People 

Many prizes will be awarded, so enter in every category to 

increase you chances of bringing home some booty.  Don’t 

forget to bring an electronic version with you to the meeting. 

Winning images may be published in an upcoming edition of 

the Eddyline!  Questions?  Contact Lisa at 780.660.4077 or via 

email at lisa.derksen@gmail.com. 

 

http://www.nwvoyageurs.com


 

 

NWV Club Information 

T h e  E D DY L I N EE D DY L I N E   

To join NWV, you will need to complete and sign the Club’s membership form and waiver.  Membership runs 

from January 01 to December 31, and entitles you to a number of privileges.  See our website for more details, or 

contact our membership coordinator with any questions:  membership@nwvoyageurs.com.  

Printable Membership Form:  http://www.nwvoyageurs.com, then go to Club Info/Membership  

FEES: 

Single: $40.00 

Family: $60.00 

 

Membership entitles you to a 10% discount from: 

Campers Village — 10951 - 170 Street & new Southside location 3210 Gateway Blvd. 

Track'n’Trail — 10148 - 82 Avenue  

*MEC — 12328 - 102nd Ave NW   *During MEC sponsored clubs appreciation events only 

Membership 
“Why delay?  

Get your 

membership 

today!” 
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Northwest Voyageurs Canoe & Kayak Club 

Box 1341 

Edmonton, Alberta, T5J 2N2 

Online at: www.nwvoyageurs.com 

Our Aims 

The Northwest Voyageurs is an ideal club in which to have fun and develop your 

river and flat water skills with knowledgeable fellow paddlers. We aim to: 

 Bring members together to enjoy paddling Alberta's rivers and lakes. 

 Improve members' paddling skills. 

 Increase river safety awareness and practices. 

 Promote appreciation and respect for our river heritage. 

For more information on Club operations, please visit www.nwvoyageurs.com 

The Eddyline is the newsletter for the Northwest Voyageurs Canoe and Kayak Club of Ed-

monton, Alberta.  Published monthly, except for July and August of each year, it strives to 

keep members abreast of club happenings.  Most club members receive a PDF copy by email 

or receive notification that it is available online.  If you currently receive a printed copy and 

are able to receive a PDF copy instead, please let the membership coordinator know so we 

can send you an electronic copy — membership@nwvoyageurs.com 

Photos, articles, and suggestions for publishing may be sent to eddyline@nwvoyageurs.com 
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mailto:membership@nwvoyageurs.com
http://www.nwvoyageurs.com/
http://www.nwvoyageurs.com
http://www.nwvoyageurs.com
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mailto:eddyline@nwvoyageurs.com


 

 

Your Executive 
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If you have questions regarding the club or its operations, please contact one of the executive members.   

POSITION NAME PHONE NWV EMAIL ADDRESS 

President Cindy 780-963-5288 president@nwvoyageurs.com 

Vice President Ric 780-438-1296 vicepresident@nwvoyageurs.com 

Treasurer Donna 780-481-4756 treasurer@nwvoyageurs.com 

Secretary Mary 780-487-5529 secretary@nwvoyageurs.com 

Membership Donald 780-476-7006 membership@nwvoyageurs.com 

Newsletter Ken 780-487-5522 eddyline@nwvoyageurs.com 

Webmaster Stephan  webmaster@nwvoyageurs.com 

Publicity Eileen  publicity@nwvoyageurs.com 

Archives Doug  780-752-7939 archive@nwvoyageurs.com 

Conservation Cliff 780-289-0849  conservation@nwvoyageurs.com 

Trip Coordinator Ken 780-632-2278 trip@nwvoyageurs.com 

Canoe Coordinator Ric 780-438-1296 canoe@nwvoyageurs.com 

WW Kayak Coordinator Jack 780-250-5465 wwkayak@nwvoyageurs.com 

Sea/Rec Kayak Coordinator Douglas  seakayak@nwvoyageurs.com 

Equipment Manager Lorne  equipment@nwvoyageurs.com 

Social Coordinator Lisa 780-660-4077 social@nwvoyageurs.com 

Member at Large Kurt  780-922-620 memberatlarge@nwvoyageurs.com 

President’s Message 
Hello Everyone! 

I would like to start by thanking this year’s Executive.  With most of us either new to 
the Board, or new to our role on the Board, we took on and accomplished a lot...from 
discerning what Transport Canada’s new guidelines really meant, to updating our poli-
cy manuals and first aid kits, to offering successful programs.  Throw in the new web 
site and a transfer to a new email system,  and their contributions to the success of 
the club have been significant and appreciated. 

THANKS also to the volunteers who helped at the Paddling Center, coordinated trips, 
helped out at club functions, assisted at instructional sessions, and worked the casino.  

I urge our membership to consider how they can get involved as we move into our 
elections and a new year of programming. 

It was a crazy year for paddling in terms of both weather and water.  From the first trip 
in April to the final trip in November (both with a bit of ice-breaking), there was high 
water that made the seldom paddled route navigable, the usually placid wild (such 
fun), and a few too many weekends unsafe for planned trips due to water volume.  
And then there was the warm weather and long-lasting foliage of a very extended Indi-
an summer.   

So looking forward to next season...       

Cindy 
Cindy Prepping Supper (photo by Werner Groeschel) 
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Is this your idea of widescreen ? 
Paddle with the  

Northwest Voyageurs. 

mailto:president@nwvoyageurs.com
mailto:vicepresident@nwvoyageurs.com
mailto:treasurer@nwvoyageurs.com
mailto:secretary@nwvoyageurs.com
mailto:membership@nwvoyageurs.com
mailto:eddyline@nwvoyageurs.com
mailto:webmaster@nwvoyageurs.com
mailto:publicity@nwvoyageurs.com
mailto:archive@nwvoyageurs.com
mailto:conservation@nwvoyageurs.com
mailto:trip@nwvoyageurs.com
mailto:canoe@nwvoyageurs.com
mailto:wwkayak@nwvoyageurs.com
mailto:seakayak@nwvoyageurs.com
mailto:equipment@nwvoyageurs.com
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Stand At Attention For Lightning! 

During a recent paddling trip to British Columbia, my paddling partner and I experienced a bit of bad weather.  We knew a 

couple other paddlers were up in a nearby alpine area and planned on spending a couple of nights there.  The forecast was 

for continued unsettled weather, and we wondered how they were coping.  When booming thunder vibrated the ground, 

my thoughts turned to those at higher altitude again.  Were they in a safe place?  

People are seldom hit by lightning directly.  Rather, they die as a result of ground current running through 

their bodies.  Once lightning does strike, the charge dissipates through the object it hits.  If that is the 

ground, the strong charge spreads out, with the voltage being highest at the strike point and decreasing as 

the radius increases.   

A couple of factors that influence how ground currents spread are particle size and moisture.  The smaller 

the soil particle size and the more saturated those particles are, the more efficient the ground is at carrying 

a charge.  And of course, you cannot get too much wetter than water.  We all know how well water con-

ducts electricity.  Wet soil is also a good conduit for energy, while large rocks would be very poor conduc-

tors.  

If you happen to be on ground that becomes energized by a strike, the differential in voltage will be greater 

from one end of your body to the other.  The bigger the differential, the higher the amperage of the cur-

rent that might end up flowing through your body.  That, in turn, will increase the likelihood of severe inju-

ry or death.  If you find yourself in a high risk situation and cannot remove yourself from it, the best body 

position is to stand straight up and down with your feet together.  If you are in an open, exposed area, and 

don’t want to be the tallest object (and a candidate for a rare direct strike), crouch in a tight ball, preferably 

with some insulation (sleeping pad for example) between yourself and the ground.  

Knowing these facts about lightning and electricity allows you to make more sensible decisions when you are next out in a light-

ning storm.  Of course, you would be safest by removing yourself from the stormy area.  However, if you cannot easily relocate, 

take measures to minimize your risk.     

We don’t know how the group that trekked to higher altitudes fared with the cold, wet weather, as they had not yet returned by 

the time we left the area.  We did know they were returning to an ample cache of food, and that the park patrol knew where they 

were and how long they had been off the water.   

Check out this link for additional information: http://www.crca.ca/resources/safety-blog.html                                   - Ken Collett 

Notification of Proposed Bylaw Changes 

In accordance with Article IX of Northwest Voyageurs Canoe and Kayak Club Bylaws, this serves as notification of a proposed change to 

be voted upon at the 2011 Annual General  Meeting in Edmonton, AB.  

Proposed Change #1  

Current Bylaw:  Article IV, Section 2.4 states the following: The officers and directors of the Society shall be elected by the member-

ship at each annual general meeting of the Society and shall hold office for a term of one (1) years or until their successors shall have 

been elected. 

Proposed Change:  The officers and directors of the Society shall be elected by the membership at each annual general meeting of the 

Society and shall hold office for a term of two (2) years.  Positions elected in odd numbered years: Vice-President, Treasurer and one 

half of the current director positions.  Positions elected in even numbered years: President, Secretary and director positions not elected 

previous year.  

Rationale:  To provide increased continuity on the Executive Board of the Club.  In previous years, many of the Board members had 

served not only for several consecutive terms but also in a variety of positions. Increasingly this is not the case.  A structured overlap of 

positions will ensure a continuous and smooth transfer of practical information as well as the goals and objectives of the Board. 

Why Come To The Meeting? 

Come out to the 2011 Annual General Meeting on November 30th (meeting details on page 6) to have your say about this bylaw change, 

run for an executive position, vote for your favourite photo entered in the Annual Photo Contest, enjoy a free snack, mingle with like-

minded paddling people, or for any combination of these reasons.  The success of the club is a direct measure of the active involvement 

of its members. 

The Last Page Tip 
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