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The

EDDYLINE

Bowron Lakes Trip
A curtain of white was advancing at speed across the calm 
lake.  Despite that calm, we knew we would be hit hard.  
What we didn’t know was how long the approaching 
storm would last.  Should we put up a protective tarp, get 
our supplies into a bear locker to keep them dry, or simply 
stop to enjoy the show?

Our backdrop to all this natural drama was Indianpoint 
Lake, our first overnight stop on 
the Bowron Lake canoe circuit 
in Bowron Lake Provincial 
Park, British Columbia.  Cindy 
Davies, a long time NWV 
member and volunteer, offered 
to lead a club trip to the park.  
Four members took her up on 
the offer.  Experienced paddlers 
Al and Margriet teamed up in 
one canoe, while Dale and Ken, 
looking to gain a bit of canoeing 
skill, teamed up in the other.  

Calendar

Sunday, February 21, 2010	 6:45 PM

Start of Introductory Kayaking Course #2
Confederation Leisure Centre at 11204 - 43 Ave.

Wednesday, February 24, 2010	 7:30 PM

General Meeting / Trip Planning Meeting
Strathcona Community Centre at 10139 - 86 Ave.

Saturday, March 6, 2010	 12:30 PM

Cross Country Skiing
" (See notice for details.)

Friday, March 19, 2010	 6:30 PM

Waterwalker Film Festival
" (See notice for details.)

(Continued on Page 5)

Northwest Voyageurs Canoe and Kayak Club" " www.nwvoyageurs.com
Box 1341, Edmonton, Alberta, T5J 2N2

February 2010

Ken, Cindy, Dale, Margriet, and Al weigh 
in – Sept 19th  Photo by: Dale Serink

Photo contest results to  be continued 
next month.

http://www.nwvoyageurs.com
http://www.nwvoyageurs.com
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NWV EXECUTIVE 2010NWV EXECUTIVE 2010NWV EXECUTIVE 2010NWV EXECUTIVE 2010
  President Frank 780-432-1923 president@nwvoyageurs.com

  Vice President Ric 780-438-1296 vicepresident@nwvoyageurs.com

  Treasurer Fran 780-752-7939 treasurer@nwvoyageurs.com

  Secretary Brenda 780-464-8585 secretary@nwvoyageurs.com

  Membership Anna 780-476-1788 membership@nwvoyageurs.com

  Newsletter Editor Peter and Kathy 780-466-2262 eddyline@nwvoyageurs.com

  Webmaster Edmond 780-476-1788 webmaster@nwvoyageurs.com

  Publicity Coordinator Jack 780-477-2441 publicity@nwvoyageurs.com

  Archives Manager Doug 780-752-7939 archives@nwvoyageurs.com

  Conservation Vacant

  Trip Coordinator Ivan 780-477-2441 trip@nwvoyageurs.com

  Canoe Coordinator Victor 780-430-8634 canoe@nwvoyageurs.com

  Whitewater Kayak Coordinator Jack 780-477-2441 wwkayak@nwvoyageurs.com

  Sea Kayak Coordinator Frank 780-432-1923 seakayak@nwvoyageurs.com

  Equipment Manager Edmond 780-476-1788 equipment@nwvoyageurs.com

  Social Coordinator Lisa 780-660-4077 social@nwvoyageurs.com

  Member at Large Kurt 780-922-6200 memberatlarge@nwvoyageurs.com

The Eddyline is the newsletter for the 
Northwest Voyageurs Canoe and 
Kayak Club of Edmonton, Alberta 
and is published monthly except for 
July and August of each year.

Most club members receive a PDF 
copy by email or receive notification 
that it is available online. If you 
currently receive a printed copy and 
are able to receive a PDF copy 
instead, please let the membership 
coordinator know so we can start 
sending you an electronic copy.

Northwest Voyageurs
Canoe and Kayak Club
Box 1341
Edmonton, Alberta, T5J 2N2
Online at: www.nwvoyageurs.com

Cover Photo by: Ken Collett

Upcoming Winter Fun
Cross Country Skiing , Elk 
Island Park
Meet at Tawayik Lake Trail, 12:30pm, 
March 6th, 2010

Potluck Supper to follow. 

Note: we may want to car pool to save 
on national park entry fees.

Please RSVP to Lisa, social@nwvoyageurs.com  or 780-660-4077.

Photo by: Lisa Derksen

Photo by: Lisa Derksen
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First, for those of you who haven’t 
been able to participate in some of 
our recent activities, I’d like to say 
that you’re missing out on some fun. 
On 27 January, Edmontonians Bruce 
and Rebecca Milne treated us to an 
excellent slide and video show of 
their recent canoeing, whitewater 
rafting, and hiking adventures in the 
area of the Zambezi River in Africa. I 
thought sleeping in grizzly bear 
country was scary, but I’ll take that 
any day to their camping amongst 
elephants and alligators. An 
interesting tidbit was that, for your 
own safety, you never stop at red 
lights in southern Africa—boy, that’s 
a one-up on some of Edmonton’s 
drivers. Also, on 6 February, we had 
an excellent cross-country ski event 
and feast of chili, baked potato 
slices/veggies, cinnamon buns, and 
hot drinks at the Blackfoot Recreation 
Area. That followed the X-country 
Ski Extravaganza at Gold Bar Park on 
16 January. Kudos to our social 
coordinator, Lisa, for doing an 
excellent job organizing these off-
season activities.

Of course, the big event at this time 
of year is our trip planning meeting 
on Wednesday, 24th of February. Our 
canoe coordinator, Victor, has already 
convened a raft-load of canoeists to 
strategize their trips. They’ll be 

bringing their list for starters. If you 
have any trips that you’d like to lead 
or like to see led, come out to the 
meeting. If you’re unsure about 
leading a trip, you can always co-
lead. As usual, Lisa will provide fine 
vittles. And if you can’t make the 
meeting, call or email Ivan Isop with 
your ideas.

While we’re looking anxiously for the 
first paddling opportunity of the 
year, it’s tough to want to think about 
the end of the season. But the last 
paddle is as important an endpoint as 
the first. The enclosed trip report 
about Mel’s Finale might give you 
pause to think about how short our 
warm summer really is and might 
spur you to consider leading or 
signing up for a few more trips. 
Think about it: would you rather be 
paddling or reading the President’s 
reports?

Also, to help whet your paddling 
urge, the Water Walker Film Festival 
is coming to town on 19 March at the 
Robbins Theatre of Grant MacEwan 
University. Check it out at http://
www.paddlingcanada.com/
watertour.asp. And preparations are 
under way for the first annual NE 
Alberta Paddle Rendezvous, to be 
held at Beaver Lake near Lac la Biche 
from 4 to 6 of  June. More info at 
www.paddlealberta.org/rendezvous.

In more current news, as of this 
writing, the canoe safety clinic is full, 
the second kayak clinic is full, the sea 
kayak clinic is almost full, and the 
roll clinics are filling up fast. Save 
some strength for the paddling 
season guys!

Our total memberships (individual 
and family) to the beginning of 
February were 66, which obviously 
means that many people have either 
forgotten to renew their membership 
or don’t wish to receive our nice 
newsletters any more. Hint: renew 
soon, if you haven’t yet.

Which reminds me…as you can see 
already, Peter and Kathy are doing an 
excellent job as our new newsletter 
editors. Give them a pat on the back 
when you see them.

See you at the trip planning meeting!

President’s Report

Photo by: Peter Mitchell

https://extranet.gov.ab.ca/opinio6/s?s=4726

Alberta Culture and Community Spirit wants your input. See below for details and a link to complete the survey. 
Deadline is Thursday, February 26th.

http://www.paddlingcanada.com/watertour.asp
http://www.paddlingcanada.com/watertour.asp
http://www.paddlingcanada.com/watertour.asp
http://www.paddlingcanada.com/watertour.asp
http://www.paddlingcanada.com/watertour.asp
http://www.paddlingcanada.com/watertour.asp
http://www.paddlealberta.org/rendezvous
http://www.paddlealberta.org/rendezvous
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Kayak and Canoe Lessons and Clinics

Introductory Kayaking Course #2
Date: February 21, 28, & March 7, 14, 21, 2010
Time: 6:45—8:45 pm

Contact  Jack at 780 - 477 – 2441 or  
wwkayak@nwvoyageurs.com

Roll Clinics
Date: April 18, 25, 2010
Time: 6:45 - 8:45 pm

This clinic is open to anyone who wishes to learn, 
practice, or perfect the most basic kayak self-rescue 
technique, the Eskimo roll. Ideal for sea kayakers and 
whitewater kayakers alike.

Learning to roll in warm, clean water with a patient, 
experienced instructor is by far the best way to go!

Contact  Jack at 780 - 477 – 2441 or  
wwkayak@nwvoyageurs.com

Kayak Drop-in Sessions
Keep your skills up while the snow flies. Bring your 
own boat or use one of the club’s.

Sundays during the Introductory Kayak Courses.

7:15 PM to 8:45 PM

$10 per person per session

Please note: Course participants have first choice of 
club kayaks and drop-ins are restricted to the deep 
pool.

Sea Kayak Clinics
Date: March 28, & April 11, 2010
Time: 6:45-8:45 pm

This clinic is intended to teach fundamental safety 
techniques specific to sea kayaking including how to 
perform a wet exit as well as how to right, re-enter, and 
empty a sea kayak.

Contact  Frank at 780 - 432 – 1923 or  
seakayak@nwvoyageurs.com

Confederation Leisure Centre, 11204 - 43 Ave., Edmonton 

Cost: $40

Cost: $40

Mel’s Finale
October 4, 2009

For the last several years, Mel Kadyk has been 
running a season wrap-up trip—now known as 
Mel’s Finale—on the North Saskatchewan River. 
Typically, the trip includes a gaggle of canoes and 
an odd kayak or two, paddling from Genessee 
Bridge to Golden Spike. Along the way, the 
participants are treated to a riverside bonfire and 
wiener roast, complete with tablecloth, 
condiments, hot drinks, and delectable desserts.

Last year’s closing trip threatened to be a test for 
the hardy, but ended up being a very enjoyable 
day. To start with, the weather forecast was for 
cloudy skies and temperatures slightly above zero, 
with a 40% chance of showers or wet snow. 

Lovely! We considered postponing the trip by a 
week, but decided instead to alter the route and go 
from Golden Spike to Devon, thereby making a 
shorter day.

Photo by: Elisa Mori-Torres

(Continued on Page 8)
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Cindy opted for a kayak rather than a 
solo canoe.  After planning, meeting, 
and dividing up the equipment and 
duties, our trip officially began with 
our equipment weigh-in at the ranger 
station on Saturday afternoon, 
September 19th, 2009.  

Named one of the top canoe routes in 
North America, the 116 kilometre 
circuit is set within a spectacular 
149,207 hectares of wilderness 
located about 120 kilometres east of 
Quesnel.  The park’s tremendously 
diverse topography contributes to an 
ever changing and often moody 
environment that provides equally 
diverse experiences for paddlers.  We 
had already portaged and canoed 
through dim overcast, light rain, and 
the occasional burst of sunshine.  
Now we were diving for cover to 
avoid the wicked wind that was 
drilling us with rain and pellets of 
snow.

What followed the thankfully brief 
storm was a brilliant, short-lived, 
spotlight of sun.  The light was 
gorgeous. Our cameras came out 
immediately.  We knew this gift 
would be short-lived as the sun was 
already beginning its decent behind 
the Quensnel highlands to the west.  
To take advantage of the golden rays 
that were lighting up the remnants of 

the rain and the wispy mist rising 
from the once again calm water, we 
launched one of our boats and 
snapped away. 

Our second day provided ample 
opportunity to work the kinks out of 
our paddling and portaging muscles.  
Portages are plentiful on the circuit, 
with the longest being about 2.8 km.  
How is it possible they all seemed to 
be uphill in both directions?  It 
sometimes felt like we were in an 
absurd Monty Python sketch. 

On the morning of the 21st, we 
awoke to the pitter patter of rain on 
our tents.  We put a large tarp over 
the cooking 
area, enjoyed a 
leisurely 
breakfast, and 
waited a break 
in the weather.  
When we finally 
did venture out 
onto the water it 
was cool, but 
calm, so we 
were able to 
make good 
progress. 

Our fourth day 
on the canoe 
circuit was 
uneventful from a 

weather perspective; 
the sky was clear and 
bright.  We were able 
to put in a good day 
of effort while 
enjoying our 
surroundings.  
Paddling the deep, 
blue waters of Isaac 
Lake, surrounded by 
the snow dotted 
peaks of the Caribou 
range, was a trip 
highlight.

We ended our day on 
September 22nd by 
portaging 2.8 
kilometres from Isaac 

Lake to a little gem, the 1.2 kilometre 
wide McLeary Lake.  Like earlier in 
the day, the evening was clear and 
quite warm for late September.  We 
awoke to an ethereal scene.  The 
combination of cool night air and 
water warmed by the previous day’s 
sun created a morning fog that 
flowed and undulated along the far 
shore.   

A side trip to picturesque Unna Lake 
was the highlight on our last full day 

(Bowron Lakes - continued from Page 1)

Photo by: Ken CollettKayak After The Storm, Indianpoint Lake – 
Sept 19th

Al portaging uphill – Sept 20th  
Photo by: Ken Collett

Cindy misses her canoe so much!
Sept 21st  Photo by: Al Stewart
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on the lakes.  From 
the lake we hiked a 
short distance to 
see the majestic 
Caribou River 
Falls.  A portion of 
the trail had been 
recently burned 
over, so blueberries 
were plentiful and 
tasty.  Canoeing in 
the mountains in 
the fall has its risks, 
but having fresh 
blueberries is not 
one of them.

The evening of the 24th was clear, and 
with the sun going down the air was 
becoming decidedly cool.  The water 
was equally refreshing.  Of course 
Cindy felt these were prime initiation 
conditions! 

Our seven-day trip in the wilds of the 
B.C. interior provided numerous 
visual highlights and paddling 
challenges, as the Bowron circuit’s 
topography and weather were 
continually changing around us.  

Even without the digital technology 
that allowed us to amass a sizeable 
photo collection of our trip, we were 
provided with a lifetime’s worth of 
vivid memories that will not fade 
any time soon.

Ken

Margriet & Al in The Chute - Sept 22nd  
Photo by: Ken Collett

Ken & Dale on Issac Lake – Sept 21st  
Photo by: Al Stewart

A ritual best left 
unexplained – Sept 24th  
Photo by: Ken Collett
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Trip Planning Meeting
Wednesday, February 24, 2010 at 7:30 pm

This is a small but vital component of our club. Your input is 
needed. If you have any trips that you would like to make 
with our club, let us know and we will add them to the list.

You do not need to lead the trip, as we can usually arrange a 
co-leader to assist in the planning side.

We want your ideas on where do you want to go. Locations, 
dates and times of your desired trips are being sought after.

Don't be shy, just step forward with your ideas and we will 
add them to the schedule. It would be great to have too 
many trips planned to keep us entertained during the 
paddling season ahead of us.

Please contact the trip coordinator or better yet, attend the 
meeting so that we can get your valuable input.

Thanks to all our members and we are looking forward to 
another great year of adventures.

Morning Mists, McLeary Lake – Sept 23rd  
Photo by: Ken Collett

Waterwalker Film
Festival

" Date:" March 19th
" Time:" Club Fair starting at 6:30 PM
" " Films at 7:00 PM
" Location:" Grant MacEwan University
" " Room 9-323, Robbins Theatre
" " 11050-104 Avenue, Edmonton

Canada's original paddling film festival
Come experience the best paddling films of 

the year!

More information contact MEC at:

" Phone:" 780-488-6614

" Web:" www.mec.ca

http://www.mec.ca/
http://www.mec.ca/
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As usual, we all gathered at 
9:00 AM at the parking lot on 
Garden Valley Road just west of 
Hwy 60 to work out shuttles. 
Cindy informed us that it had 
been snowing at her place by 
Stony Plain, but we laughed it 
off because we were going to be 
paddling east. Yes, the hearty 
laughing would have drowned 
out the noise of a jet aircraft!

The skies were definitely grey 
and the temperature was only a 
degree or two above zero when 
we started, but it wasn’t very 
windy and there was no 
appreciable precipitation, so it 
was easily tolerable for anyone 
who dressed warmly. We 
moved along quite swiftly and 
eventually found an inviting 
spot with ample room to spread 
out. Lots of driftwood and 
downed trees were soon 
sacrificed for our wiener roast. 

The forecasted 
precipitation didn’t seem to be 
aware of us, so we enjoyed our 
lunch and chin-wag in 
reasonably pleasant conditions. 
A bit reluctantly, we doused the 
fire and pushed off to finish our 

trip, arriving at Devon before 2 
PM.

In the end, 17 of us had an 
enjoyable day of paddling. 
Sure, it wasn’t sunny and 16 
degrees, like on the season 
finale of 2008, but the leaves 
were still on the trees from our 
unusually late summer and fall. 
And, if we had postponed by a 
week? Well, the temperature 
dropped and the wind and 
snow came three days later; by 
the next weekend, the high was 
-3, there was plenty of snow on 
the ground, and the leaves were 
gone. Whew: we just squeaked 
in with our last trip!

Mark it on your calendar for 
this year. Come for the food, 
stay for the paddling and 
friends.

Frank

Photo by: Elisa Mori-Torres

Photo by: Elisa Mori-Torres

(Mel’s Finale - continued from Page 4)






